DMI Reflection on the Laudato Si’ Action Platform and Integral Ecology
1. Which Laudato Si’ Goal Speaks to DMI the Most?
Among the seven Laudato Si’ Goals, Response to the Cry of the Poor, Ecological Education, and Community Resilience and Empowerment resonate most deeply with the Daughters of Mary Immaculate (DMI).
Since its foundation, DMI has been committed to the holistic empowerment of the poor, marginalized, Dalits, tribals, women, children, and youth. We recognize that environmental degradation and poverty are inseparable realities. The poor are often the first to suffer from climate change, water scarcity, pollution, displacement, and loss of livelihoods. Therefore, caring for creation and caring for the poor are integral aspects of our mission.
Through our schools, colleges, universities, social development programs, health initiatives, and pastoral ministries, we seek to educate future generations to become responsible stewards of God's creation while empowering vulnerable communities to live with dignity and resilience.
2. How Has the Socio-Ecological Crisis Affected Our Community?
The socio-ecological crisis has affected many of the communities where DMI serves in India, Africa, and other mission territories.
We witness:
· Increasing temperatures and unpredictable climatic conditions. 
· Water shortages affecting families, institutions, and agricultural communities. 
· Environmental pollution impacting public health. 
· Loss of livelihoods among vulnerable populations. 
· Migration and economic insecurity caused by environmental stress. 
· Growing consumerism and waste generation that threaten sustainable living. 
These realities reinforce Pope Francis’ teaching that “everything is connected.” Ecological destruction affects social justice, human dignity, health, education, and community well-being. DMI understands that responding to these challenges requires both environmental action and social transformation.
3. What Is DMI’s Mission and Values?
The mission of DMI is:
To build God's Kingdom by empowering the poor and marginalized through education, social transformation, evangelization, human development, and compassionate service, inspired by the Immanuel Spirituality of “God with us.”
Core DMI values include:
· Faith in Divine Providence 
· Human dignity and equality 
· Preferential option for the poor 
· Compassionate service 
· Justice and peace 
· Simplicity of life 
· Stewardship of creation 
· Community living 
· Empowerment through education 
· Responsible leadership 
These values guide all DMI ministries and apostolates across the world.
4. How Do DMI’s Mission, Values, and Identity Connect with the Laudato Si’ Goals?
The DMI Charism and the Laudato Si’ Goals are closely interconnected.
	DMI Identity and Mission
	Laudato Si’ Goal

	Empowering the poor and marginalized
	Response to the Cry of the Poor

	Sustainable community development
	Community Resilience and Empowerment

	Educational institutions and formation programs
	Ecological Education

	Responsible stewardship of resources
	Response to the Cry of the Earth

	Simplicity and Gospel living
	Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles

	Ethical and inclusive development
	Ecological Economics

	Immanuel Spirituality and care for creation
	Ecological Spirituality


For DMI, caring for creation is not an additional ministry but an expression of our mission to bring God's love, justice, and healing presence to the world.
5. Why Does DMI Feel Called to Join the Laudato Si’ Action Platform?
As a DMI sister, I am called to join the Laudato Si’ Action Platform because it offers a prophetic and practical pathway for living the Gospel in today's world.
Through participation in the Platform, I seeks to:
· Integrate ecological responsibility into all ministries and institutions. 
· Foster ecological conversion among sisters, students, staff, and communities. 
· Strengthen sustainable practices across schools, colleges, universities, hostels, and social service centers. 
· Contribute to a more sustainable and compassionate future for coming generations. 
Joining the Laudato Si’ Action Platform aligns naturally with DMI’s mission of holistic human development and Kingdom-building.
6. Existing DMI Initiatives and Efforts Toward Integral Ecology
DMI has already undertaken several initiatives that contribute to integral ecology:
Environmental Stewardship
· Tree planting campaigns in educational institutions and mission centers. 
· Campus greening and biodiversity promotion. 
· Water conservation measures, including rainwater harvesting in selected institutions. 
· Responsible management of electricity and natural resources. 
· Promotion of clean and green campus initiatives. 
Sustainable Lifestyle Practices
· Reducing the use of single-use plastics. 
· Encouraging reusable materials and responsible consumption. 
· Promoting waste segregation and recycling. 
· Digitalization of communication to reduce paper usage. 
Education and Awareness
· Environmental education programs in schools and colleges. 
· Seminars, workshops, and awareness campaigns on climate change and sustainability. 
· Celebration of World Environment Day and the Season of Creation. 
· Student participation in environmental clubs and community outreach programs. 
Social and Community Development
· Women empowerment initiatives through self-help groups and livelihood programs. 
· Community development projects promoting sustainable living. 
· Health, sanitation, and environmental awareness programs. 
· Support for vulnerable communities affected by poverty and environmental challenges. 
Future Commitments
I commit itself to:
· Increasing renewable and sustainable practices wherever possible. 
· Strengthening ecological spirituality in formation programs. 
· Promoting ecological leadership among students, staff, sisters, and beneficiaries. 
· Integrating care for creation into all dimensions of DMI mission and ministry.
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