Reflection on Laudato Si’ and Our Franciscan Commitment to Care for Creation
Franciscan Renewal Center — Mission Integration Reflection
The Franciscan Renewal Center is a Catholic retreat center and home to Our Lady of the Angels Church, located in Scottsdale, Arizona. In 1951, the friars of the former St. Barbara Province purchased a dude ranch with the expressed purpose of holding retreats for married couples. Over the years, the retreat center has grown to encompass a Conventional Church community, a counseling program, a meeting and conference center for religious and nonprofit organizations, and a strong social justice component, in addition to its retreat offerings.  
As the Franciscan Renewal Center continues to live its mission of spiritual growth, healing and transformation, and service to others, we also reaffirm a central Franciscan conviction: all of creation is interconnected and deeply loved by God. This conviction, first expressed with prophetic clarity by St. Francis of Assisi, has guided our efforts over the decades. 
From his small hut near San Damiano—nearly blind and in suffering—St. Francis composed The Canticle of the Creatures, offering the Church its earliest poetic expression of ecological kinship. In it, he proclaims that the sun, moon, water, fire, and our Sister Mother Earth each praise God by being what God created them to be. Francis understood that we are not separate from creation; rather, we are part of a sacred family bound together in the ongoing work of praising, protecting, and restoring the world entrusted to us.
Beginning in the 1990s, the FRC did an environmental assessment of its grounds. Given that we are located in the Sonoran Desert, it was important that we review our operational practices to discover if we were in line with our Franciscan vision of Caring for God’s creation. We made changes to our infrastructure as opportunities were identified.
Eight centuries later, Pope Francis drew directly from this Franciscan vision when he invited the global Church to “listen to the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor,”  through his encyclical Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home. At the Casa, this invitation continues to resonate deeply and shape the work we undertake as a community. It also aligns with our core principle:
We honor the connectedness of all creation and commit to ensuring that Care for Creation characterizes every aspect of our ministries.
Because of this shared commitment, the FRC community has engaged in a broad and meaningful range of initiatives over the past decade in addition to efforts that pre-dated the Pope’s message. 
These efforts express both ecological stewardship and kinship and faith in action.

Our Collective Accomplishments in Care for Creation
Environmental Stewardship & Sustainable Infrastructure
· Installation of solar energy systems across campus, including the Here Comes the Sun initiative supporting the Community Life Center.
· LEED Certification of Our Lady of the Angels Church, reflecting sustainable design and energy-conscious construction.
· Weather-stripping of lodging rooms, large-scale LED lighting conversion, and the installation of energy-efficient air conditioning systems—a comprehensive commitment to reducing our ecological footprint.
Support for Biodiversity and Habitat Restoration
· Certification as a Monarch Butterfly Waystation by the Desert Botanical Garden.
· Planting, nurturing, and encouraging the propagation of milkweed both on campus and in the homes of community members.
Reduction of Waste and Responsible Use of Resources
· Promotion and distribution of reusable bottles and bags.
· Installation of refillable water stations to minimize plastic use and encourage sustainable habits among guests, staff, and retreatants.
Formation, Education, and Community Learning
· Offering ecological workshops, social-justice formation, and Laudato Si’ programs in collaboration with partners such as:
· Arizona Interfaith Power & Light
· Diocese of Phoenix Office of Catholic Social Teaching
· Arizona Faith Network
· Hosting movie-and-discussion programs—such as Creation Connection, Popcorn Pizza & Peace—that foster reflection and dialogue on environmental themes.
Faith in Action and Solidarity with the Poor
· Active participation in outreach ministries, including:
· Faith in Action service opportunities
· Café Justo fair-trade support
· Casa Franciscana Outreach programs serving vulnerable communities in Mexico and beyond
· Integration of environmental justice into ministry, recognizing that ecological degradation disproportionately impacts those who are poor
Advocacy for Systems Change
· Engagement with organizations such as:
· Sierra Club
· Catholic Climate Covenant
· Citizens Climate Lobby
· Arizona Faith Network
· Advocacy for the protection of wildlife corridors, environmental health regulations, and policies that honor human dignity and the integrity of creation
Prayer, Worship, and Spiritual Conversion
· Communal and individual prayer for our common home, integrating creation-focused petitions into liturgies, retreats, and spiritual practices
· Contribution of four annual Laudato Si’ Action Plans to the Laudato Si’ Action Platform, joining thousands of global Catholic institutions in ecological conversion

A Franciscan Vision for Our Continuing Journey
The accomplishments listed here reflect more than successful initiatives—they express the Casa’s ongoing ecological conversion. As Pope Francis taught, this conversion “entails a loving awareness that we are not disconnected from the rest of creatures.” It invites us to live with humility, gratitude, and a renewed sense of responsibility for the Earth and for all who suffer from its degradation.
As a Franciscan community, we understand that care for creation is inseparable from care for the poor. We honor both cries when we advocate, conserve, renew, restore, learn, serve, and pray. Each action, whether small or significant, becomes part of a larger moral and spiritual commitment to protect God’s creation and uplift those most vulnerable.
Moving forward, we continue this work with hope—a hope grounded not in optimism alone, but in faith that God is at work in and through us. Every effort contributes to a more sustainable, compassionate, and interconnected world. Every step echoes the Canticle’s refrain:
“Praised be You, my Lord.”


