
Reflecting on the Laudato Si´ Goals
We invite you to create a brief document or video reflection explaining how your unique values and identity are connected to the Laudato Si' Goals and upload it to the Laudato Si' Action Platform.
You can use this template to create your reflection, or you can use your own format to carry out your reflection in the way that is most meaningful to you.
Please feel free to answer these questions to help you develop your reflection.


· Review the Laudato Si´ Goals here.  Which of these goals speaks to you the most, and how have they inspired changes for you or your community? Responding to the Cry of the Poor speaks to our Diocese of Knoxville Care of Creation the most. We feel that this is being heard in every parish and institution to a great degree already. This LS goal serves as a gateway to others.

· What is your mission and/or your values? 
The Diocese of Knoxville’s Care of Creation Ministry envisions a diocese fully aware of our unique position to create a spiritual culture of environmental sustainability and care for God’s creation in each parish and church entity within the next 5 years. Honoring the people and the beaty of East Tennessee, the Care of Creation Commission will provide education and support to the parishes and missions of the Diocese of Knoxville as they fulfill their mission of ecological stewardship and care for all creation.
· Why are these issues important to you? Why do you feel called to this work?  
I have seen environmental devastation in our diocese and in different parts of the world. Our diocese is young (founded in 1988) and at the beginning, we had an Office of Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation. I was part of this work and even though it waned, the fire has always been inside me. This work is based in Scripture and Catholic Social Teaching. I believe Pope Francis when he says that we live in a throw away culture.


· What are the current and future climate/environmental impacts in your diocese?  
Warmer temperatures have brought drier soil and drought conditions to East Tennessee. There are increased chances of wildfires, warmer nights (so less dew moisture) and more extremes in rainfall (Hurricane Helene). Outdoor workers suffer greatly from high temps and especially old and young are affected by air quality.

·  What things related to Laudato Si’ are already underway in your diocese? These could be at the diocesan, parish, or school level.  
A few parishes in the Knoxville region approached Bishop Mark Beckman about LS work being done in parishes. He created a new commission and wants it to spread throughout the DOK. Some parishes have shown the movie The Letter. There are policies for use of disposables being banned at parish events. The youth are being formed in environmental stewardship.
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