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Laudato Si’ Reflection
Church of the Good Shepherd/Immaculate Conception Mission
Schertz, Texas

…you have made him little less than a god,
crowned him with glory and honor.
You have given him rule over the works of your hands,
put all things at his feet.     
Psalm 8:6-7

This psalm reminds us that God created us in His image and likeness and gave us the honor of ruling the world He made.  With that honor comes responsibility to care for all of creation, the natural world, as well as the people who live in it.  As Pope Francis outlines in his encyclical letter Laudato Si’ - On Care for Our Common Home, as children of God, we are connected to the natural world around us.  Therefore, the God-given dominion proclaimed in Genesis 1:26 should not be selfishly construed as domination.  As Creator, God “alone owns the world” (LS 75) and humanity is called to be stewards of these precious gifts.

Vision
In order to leave our earth a better place for future generations, we envision a faith community that cares for creation, one another, and the most vulnerable in the spirit of our shared faith.

Mission
Our mission is to implement Pope Francis’ invitation in Laudato Si’ to care for our common home through prayer, respect, attentiveness, and productive and responsible stewardship.

	
Laudato Si’ Goals
	Current Actions
	What’s working well
	Areas for Improvement

	Response to the Cry of the Earth
	-installation of 285 solar panels at Good Shepherd
-installation of high-efficiency (heat pump) systems at Good Shepherd
-replacement of sanctuary lights with LEDs
-installation of programmable thermostats to reduce heating/cooling usage
-installation of  motion sensors in restrooms to conserve electricity at Good Shepherd
- pollinator plants used in prayer garden and entrance at Good Shepherd
	All energy-saving measures at Good Shepherd are noticeably effective, especially since the installation of the solar panels.
	As funds permit, installation of similar energy-saving measures at our Immaculate Conception mission.

	Response to the Cry of the Poor
	-parish chapter of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul provides weekly food and other items to those in need
-collaboration with Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program (RACAP) and other organizations in the local area to help the needy
-partnership with Cross Catholic Outreach providing Boxes of Joy and Vitafood meals in marginalized countries
-biennial parish mission trip to Belize to offer supplies and other assistance to poor areas of the country
-inclusion of prayers for the poor and marginalized during liturgies
	Current programs are successful thanks to the volunteers and generosity of the parishioners.
	Increase participation in current programs.

Raise awareness about fair trade and ethical consumer choices.

	Ecological Economics
	-investments in Catholic Fraternity Funds (CFF), which is ethically aligned with Catholic social teachings
-use of local/parish suppliers for events whenever possible
-encouragement of reuse and recycling of materials 
	The CFF investments are benefitting the long-range financial goals of the parish.

Use of local and parish suppliers  typically results in quality service.


	Educate parishioners on the goals of Laudato Si’ Platform.

Promote sales and swaps to reuse unwanted items.

	Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles
	-parish Society of St. Vincent de Paul coordinates distribution of gently used clothing donated by parishioners
-use of biodegradable and recyclable tableware and dishes at most parish functions
-avoidance of Styrofoam products
-implementation of a parish-wide recycling program with bins placed in the hallways of church buildings; items are picked up biweekly by a local recycling company
	Many local residents benefit from the St. Vincent de Paul clothing drive.

The recycling program within the parish is generally utilized and well-received.
	Encourage the use of biodegradable and recyclable items at ALL parish functions.

Reduce the use of plastic water bottles by adults and students at parish functions.

	Ecological Education
	-inclusion of ecological awareness topics in pastor’s homilies
-basic incorporation of Laudato Si’ themes in elementary catechesis
	Adults and students have foundational ecological knowledge related to creation.
	Provide more in-depth and specific ecological education for adults and students.

Develop or participate in Earth Day events.

	Ecological Spirituality
	-established prayer/reflection garden at Good Shepherd, as well as a grotto area featuring our Holy Mother
-monthly outdoor rosaries
	The prayer garden and grotto area are well-maintained and used by many parishioners and visitors.
	Develop more opportunities for specific ecological spirituality events in the prayer garden or local nature preserves.

Celebrate the Feast of St. Francis and the Season of Creation.

	Community Resilience and Empowerment
	-established parish emergency preparedness plan for staff

-Laudato Si’ team established in beginning stages
	The parish staff are generally well-prepared for most emergencies.
	Strengthen the parish Laudato Si’ team to address all goals.

Conduct listening sessions to identify parish and local ecological concerns.
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