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Bethany Land Institute (BLI) was born in response to three challenges: food insecurity, ecological degradation and poverty in Uganda. It exists to form leaders in "Integral Ecology” – an integrated approach that fights poverty, protects nature, and restores human dignity to the poor in rural communities.  
In 2012, Father Emmanuel Katongole, Father Cornelius Ssempala, and Father Anthony Rweza began discussing the various problems around their homes in rural Uganda. They were further inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Laudato Si’ which led them to realize that the major problems of deforestation, food insecurity, and poverty in Africa are all interconnected. Addressing them thus requires “an education program” to cultivate a “distinctive way of looking at things, a way of thinking, …a lifestyle and a spirituality” (L.S. #111).
Inspired by this encyclical, BLI employs the notion and practice of Integral Ecology to empower local students and communities to combat these challenges. 
Our Mission is to form leaders who will serve as catalysts for rural transformation through an integrated educational program in sustainable land care and environmental stewardship in rural Uganda. This is accomplished through four programs: sustainable agriculture, economic entrepreneurship, community education, and reforestation.
BLI is a new integrated approach to farming in Uganda. As an agricultural institute, we are teaching our students regenerative, organic methods used by their ancestors - information that was lost to younger generations during the civil wars. BLI uses a zero-waste policy - all waste products are integrated back into our ecosystem. Marketing and business skills are incorporated into the program, along with a farmer’s co-op and a Savings & Credit Co-op. As an outreach program, we serve as a model for the local farmers and community, with training programs and resources available to them at no cost. As an ecological and agroforestry educational institute, we serve to educate both the local area, population 350,000, and the greater rural areas, with alternatives to destructive farming and tree clearing practices.
The goal is for our graduates to become the agents of rural transformation. After two years in residence at BLI, our graduates begin their own farms using these methods, while taking on apprentices who in turn start their own farms and reforestation efforts. As they fan out into surrounding rural communities, they engage with and educate others in the practices that they have learned. Protection of the natural environment, including plants and animals, is at the core of the educational program.

BLI works within the Laudato Si' Action Platform, actively pursuing the seven Laudato Si' Goals. We recognize the inherent connection between the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. Our programs center around a connection to the Earth – a spirituality to care for it, to regenerate & conserve it, and to prevent any further destruction of the land and its resources. 

We invite you to journey with us!

www.bethanylandinstitute.org
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