Sustainability is not a trend for the Sisters of St. Francis of Sylvania, Ohio—it’s part of their DNA. Since their founding, environmental stewardship has been woven into daily life. In the early 1900s, Mother Adelaide, the congregation’s foundress, planted 1,000 pine seedlings and 3,500 fruit trees. By 1918, Sisters were actively farming, tending beehives, and nurturing a deep respect for the land—laying a foundation that still shapes the community today.
The Sisters have quietly led with action ever since. From hosting the 1998 National Earth Conference, The Canticle of Creation, to establishing composting initiatives and a community garden, their commitment is tangible. In 2024 alone:
· Over 3,000 pounds of organic waste were composted
· 80 new trees were planted across campus
· 500 pounds of fresh produce were donated from the Grateful Harvest Garden Community to local ministries and food pantries
Laudato Si’ Commitment and Long-Term Sustainability Vision
The long-term sustainability goal for the Sylvania Franciscans campus is to create a living Laudato Si’ Legacy that reflects the mission of the Sisters of St. Francis. Each initiative is inspired and guided by Laudato Si’, Pope Francis' encyclical urging us to care for creation and the poor. The Sisters' commitment, formalized in 2021, builds on more than a century of sustainable action. 

Their long-term vision is bold and comprehensive:
· Develop and utilize solar energy across campus
· Create resilient native landscapes
· Optimize energy efficiency with LED lighting and upgraded appliances
· Expand composting efforts and closed-loop systems
· Reduce landfill contributions
· Capture and creatively reuse water through cisterns and greywater systems
· Steward beehives and continue the diverse tree planting initiatives
· Grow the Grateful Harvest community garden’s reach
In 2024, the Sisters marked a major milestone by hiring a full-time Sustainability Coordinator to shape and carry these initiatives forward. New projects are proposed annually, reviewed by a formal committee, and integrated into a coordinated campus-wide strategy.
Currently, a comprehensive campus-wide energy audit is underway to provide a detailed analysis of our current energy landscape and identify additional opportunities to amplify energy efficiency and maximize our sustainability impact.
The Sylvania Franciscans are women of peace and seekers of justice, embodying reverence, service, stewardship, and community through their core values. Their mission is lived out through their sponsored ministries, including Lourdes University, Bethany House, Sophia Center, Rosary Care Center, Welcome House, and Convent Park Apartments—each serving a diverse range of community needs.
Caring for creation is intrinsic to the Franciscan spirit, inspired by St. Francis’s deep reverence for the natural world. Grounded in the belief that all of creation is interconnected—and heeding the call of Pope Francis—the Sisters boldly and formally committed to the principles of Laudato Si’. True to their legacy of stepping forward to meet the needs of their time—whether in education, healthcare, or care for the marginalized—the Sisters now recognize responding to the climate crisis as the moral imperative of this era.
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