Dominicans of Springfield, Illinois
REFLECTION ON OUR YEAR TWO LSAP PLAN

Everyone’s talents and involvement are needed.

This quote from Pope Francis has become a reality as the LSAP Committee reflected on the personal accountability responses from Associates and Sisters for the Year Two Plan.  The responses deeply expressed the values of our Dominican life in dedication to study, deepening prayer, sharing with community and preaching through advocacy.

In prayer we found the impetus which calls us to live in gratitude for all we have, to be mindful how we “experience God in Creation”.  Prayer calls all of us to be transformed beyond ourselves and connected with the marginalized, the poor, the *rostros concretos whose lives have been so devastated by the global climate crisis.  Our prayers, choice of liturgical music, and reflections express a loving embrace of Creation.

Study, so important in learning and understanding the challenges to the integrity of Creation, was an integral part of our responses.  Sisters and Associates alike read the LSAP Committee’s monthly Notes, as well as materials on the issues relating to the Global Climate Crisis.  This resulted in awareness and practice, both individually and communally, in decreasing the use of plastics, using more eco-friendly products, eating less meat, and becoming more conscious of the effects of transportation on the planet.  The willingness to spend more time in study, to develop an increasing awareness of the many aspects and complexities associated with love for Creation deepens our commitment to continue working for change.

In sharing with community there have been individual and communal efforts in supporting and learning from one another, sisters and associates.  It is noted that plans to reduce plastic use are consciously part of conversations and in our correspondence with elected leaders. Weekly videos at our motherhouse have become integrated with individual prayer and have led to expanded table conversations.

Our preaching through advocacy demonstrates how we indeed are Falling in Love with Earth, with the community of life, with her elements, especially water. There is growth in recognizing how water is so important in all aspects of life, to life itself.   We have learned so much as community, becoming so much more aware of life around us. While we might not use the term integral ecology in our daily vocabulary, we are learning to live its values for the Life of the World.

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Rostros concretos literally means “specific faces.” But the Spanish concept more broadly includes any oppressive situation relegating people or creation to the margins.
