Care for Our Common Earth Home Report 2022-2023
Goal 6 Ecological Spirituality
Sisters of Charity, BVM
Dubuque, Iowa

(Each grouping will be on a leaf or 2 or 3 leaves grouped together.)

Heritage of BVMs
Heritage of Mary Frances Clarke and her circle of friends, educators, current BVM Core Values, BVM directional statements, yearly assemblies, intersection of spirituality with ecological spirituality

Communication
Development of a website dedicated to ecological spirituality www.bvmsisters.org/C4E 
Relevant articles, poetry, photos, announcements, practical suggestions for care of earth, rituals for individuals, groups, zooms, live streaming and BVM webinar on Ecological Spirituality.  Articles published in BVM Center News, Salt Magazine. 

Discovering 
Our spirituality is rooted in all of creation. 
Revelation in the change of seasons, involvement in earth related justice issues, ridding ourselves of racist attitudes, living gratitude and care for all creation, buying locally, limiting pollution of the sacred air we breathe, limiting use of water, alternatives to the use of plastic, using environmentally safe laundry products, limiting purchases, buying locally, supporting stores featuring products made by people receiving just wages.

Networking
Incorporating wisdom shared at our annual assembly, on our website (bvmsisters.org/C4E), rituals. Discussion of Laudato Si’ from a variety of faith traditions.  Networking included Clarke University, Georgetown University, Good Friday Walk for Justice, Season of Creation rituals, Carmel High School, Wahlert High School, Xavier High School, Catholic Climate Covenant, BACAR (Bay Area Conference of Associates and Religious), Leadership Conference of Women Religious, Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, Interfaith Season of Creation ritual on our property near the Mississippi River

Invitation
Earth and Cosmos invite us to enjoy beauty, love deeply, show reverential gratitude for all species, listen and study to deepen our appreciation of all creation, save water, lessen our pollution of air, buy locally, avoid purchasing plastic items, eat meatless meals, advocate for farm workers and trafficked workers involved in providing foods, use only environmentally safe products. It also invites us to consider our responsibility to the people/nations in the northern and southern hemispheres who have been affected by climate changes and to decrease the rate of global warming, gas emissions and pollution. 
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