


ST. JOHN XXIII CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
LAUDATO SI’ ACTION PLATFORM 
OUR REFLECTION 
MARCH 1, 2023, 1 – 3 pm, PARISH HALL
(Reflection Writeup by Kevin Bean)

Present: Creation Care Committee members Judy Traeger, Susan Rich, Leo Kenney and CCC Chair Kevin Bean; Social Concerns Steering Committee members Yvonne Garcia, Carlos Navarra, Sava Saverio, Molly Lannon and Kathy Freeze; Music Director Carter Jameson; Religious Formation Director Angela Holt; Youth Ministries Director Claire Parulli-Lowther, youth group member Gabrielle (Claire’s daughter); Deacon Jerry Pierce
 Agenda 
1. Opening Prayer
2. Introductions (5 min.)
3. Laudato Si’ and the Laudato Si’ Action Platform (LSAP) Overview (5 min.)
4. Review the Laudato Si Goals, the Baseline Assessment and What Our Church Does (see handouts). (10 Min.)
5. Group Exercise: Connecting the Dots: What We Do and the Laudato Si Goals (40 min.)
BREAK (10 min.) (Review handout of LSAP suggested actions)

6. The Journey to Integral Ecology
Discussion Questions: (25 min.)
a. How are we called to interpret what we do in light of the ecological crisis?
b. How can our ministries and programs reflect a new interpretation of what we do? 
7. How Do We Make Decisions About What We Do Now, and How Do We Incorporate the Laudato Si’ Goals? Round-Robin Discussion (25 min.)
8.  Closing Prayer.

Background
Inspired by the encyclical letter Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home, in the summer of 2016 a small group of parishioners organized a Laudato Si’ study group and started a Creation Care Committee (CCC). For the next three years the CCC, with assistance and guidance from the Social Concerns Ministry it was part of, worked to bring the Laudato Si’ message to the congregation. The CCC expanded the church recycling program, showed films, ran excerpts from Laudato Si’ in the weekly bulletin, started a garden for the church food pantry and put on Feast of St. Francis programs. 

Those efforts, while yielding some tangible improvements, were less successful in spreading awareness of Laudato Si’ and its call to action beyond a core group of supporters. Then came the Pandemic, and with in-person services suspended much of the work came to a halt for two years. 

In retrospect, part of the problem with those initial efforts was that we did not do enough to integrate Laudato Si’ into what our parish was already doing.  Beginning with this Reflection, we are starting to correct that problem.

Reflection Participants
We invited all church staff and ministry leaders, along with many active laypersons in the parish.  Although Father Tai’s schedule prevented his participation, we still had good representation from the church’s clergy and various ministries.

Laudato Si’ and the Laudato Si’ Action Platform: An Overview
The 2015 encyclical letter by Pope Francis titled Laudato Si’: On Care for Our common Home, was the first-ever papal encyclical devoted to the crisis of out planetary home. According to the Laudato Si’ Movement (laudatosimovement.org), it was ‘Inspired by his namesake, St. Francis of Assisi and his deep communion with all Creation (best captured in the Canticle of the Creatures that inspired the encyclical’s title), the Pope issued a powerful appeal to the Church and “all people of good will” to urgently come together and respond to the “cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.”’ Timed to coincide with a major United Nations conference on climate change that was taking place that fall, the encyclical had an impact: against great odds, the conference concluded with the adoption by nearly 200 countries of an international agreement to address climate change. 

The encyclical also had an impact on the universal Catholic community. Laudato Si’ – inspired church groups started springing up everywhere, and to coordinate and assist them the Vatican established the Laudato Si Action Platform (laudatosiactionplatform.org), “a shared space where the Church develops a bold and active response to the ecological crisis.” Membership in the LSAP is open to families, parishes, educational institutions and other sectors, and in the spring of 2022 Saint John XXIII Catholic Community enrolled as a parish member. 

Conducting this Reflection is one of three membership requirements; the others are to prepare an action plan and to annually assess and update the plan. That information must then be posted on the LSAP website. The LSAP also recommends that members conduct a baseline self-assessment to provide a common understanding of where we are starting from on our Laudato Si’ journey. Our church completed that assessment last fall.   

Connecting the Dots: What We Do and the Laudato Si Goals 
Our Reflection focused on the Group Exercise and the ensuing discussion, the notes from which appear below (courtesy of Susan Rich). The exercise consisted of posting two lists on the wall where everyone could see them. One list consisted of the seven Laudato Si’ Goals, with each goal having a different colored dot assigned to it. The second list catalogued everything our parish does; that list filled two large sheets of paper. Participants were then asked to “connect the dots” by placing colored dots corresponding to the goals next to each item on the What We Do list. The point of the exercise was to get people thinking about how what we already do relates to Laudato Si’. (see attached picture of the resulting dot-laden list).

Participants found that there is lot of overlap between what our church is already doing and the Laudato Si’ goals, which is not surprising given that they are based on long-standing Catholic social teachings. In this sense the goals are not something new, but rather an extension of those traditional teachings to address the challenges of this day and age. 

But to recognize and act on those connections one must be aware of the goals, so a central task is getting this information out to the parish without overwhelming folks.  


Discussion Notes
SS: Beyond parish activities, what about what our parishioners do at home like installing solar and practicing the three Rs (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)?
Gabrielle: As an example of parishioner engagement, I operate a refillery business.
YG: How do these things fit in with the Laudato Si’ goals? It requires folks to be cognizant of them. 
AH: Trying to incorporate the goals into all of what we’re doing is a huge thing! Better to find what we want our focus to be and act on that focus.
KF: What this parish is doing is phenomenal. Anything you do at the church you take home. Make it vibrant, energetic, something that connects folks to our church.
CN: Take a step back. Take a broad view. For example, if you work on refugee issues, consider what role climate change plays in it.
SS: Need the mirror side too. When committees are planning and acting, use the Laudato Si’ lens to see which goal this actiuon fits in. Ask are we going to violate any of them. 
YG: Every committee should be conscious of how we are doing that.
CN: Let’s see what other parishes are doing.
ML: The first two goals (care for the earth and care for the poor) are strongly tied to what we are doing here. They kind of cover it all the other goals flesh those out.
LK: Working with the Archdiocese, I can say that this parish is farther ahead than many others. We can be/are sort of a pilot project. 
LK: It’s important to think about the end goal, which is to get the whole parish and Archdiocese involved. Have a specific action plan. San Diego and the Boston Archdiocese are good examples. We don’t have to reinvent the wheel. We can invite folks (with expertise) to come in and speak.  We can help the population internalize what you yourself can do.
JT: Saint Francis as an exemplar. So maybe we can be too, that is, an example of a Laudato Si’ community that’s really trying to do it.
LK: (What gets measured is what you do.)
KF: “Lights out” as a parish challenge, for example.
All agreed: it is really is all about communication as a double-edged sword that can drive unity of can divide and isolate people via a flood of information or echoing.
JT: Some of our most successful CCC activities, for example healthy meatless potlucks and the Feast of St. Francis, are happy, positive events that build community. 
LK: How do we at JohnXXIII do a plan? In industry, planning answers these questions: What are we doing now? What are the gaps (relative to the Laudato Si’ goals)? How do we address them in the future?
SS: We already do a lot. We don’t need to reform our groups, just categorize each of our activities. Each group identifies which piece of the puzzle they’re involved in. For example, which ones fall under the Social Concerns Ministry.
CJ: As a staff member, it would be helpful if we all tell staff and ministry folks to be the educators.
YG: (It would be helpful to) Have some kind of education about Laudato Si’ and a guide about how to look through this Laudato Si’ lens.
AH: It has to be its own thing. It has to be really simple to invite anyone in the parish. This (the Laudato Si goals and associated actions) is very, very complicated.
Suggested Laudato Si’ Training: Explain what the goals are and provide practical examples. Make sure parish leaders are there. Do the presentation in a format that could be streamed as well as live.  Could do as a presentation, separate information mini-workshops, or a full day of workshops with breakouts. Get ministry leaders to incorporate this information into their planning.
CJ: “Connecting the dots” is really helpful. I can bring this back to my ministry for action.
AH: Start small.
YG: Suggest PSAs every week at the church about Laudato Si’ – little blurbs connecting simple actions to teachings and values.
CN: We don’t need another committee. We already have the CCC, if we can use that as a vehicle to move this forward.
Deacon JP: Likes the list of what we do, but it falls way short. For example, youth education also does retreats, brings in food for them. Other examples are marriage preparation, couples communication classes, choir, bringing in youth to be altar servers. These are the things we’re doing through the working hands of the population in our parish. We don’t share a lot of that, but we need to invite folks to join in Earth Day events and the Blessing of the Animals.
(Deacon Pierce offered to incorporate information about upcoming events and activities into the announcements and even make it a theme in his homilies.)
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Pictured below are participants at the March 1, 2023 Reflection, the results of the “connecting the dots” exercise, and parishioners at St. John XXIII Catholic Community on Palm Sunday of this year.
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