Parish of St Matthew & St Vincent de Paul South Belconnen Laudato Si’ Reflection Final 2022
[bookmark: _Toc110179255]About this Laudato Si’ Action Platform reflection
In March 2022 the Parish Pastoral Council of the parish of St Matthew and St Vincent DePaul, South Belconnen, decided to enrol the parish in the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. The first step in the enrolment process is to develop a ‘reflection’ by the parish on the seven goals of the LSAP. What follows is that reflection. It contains the thoughts and ideas of many individuals and groups here at this time and in our local situation. While every parish member will have their own views and motivations, and may enact the goals individually in their own way, this document seeks to describe the parish’s unique view-point and the situation of South Belconnen parish in 2022. It summarises the views of various groups that made submissions to the reflection document. The full submissions will be attached to the final document.
The purpose of this document is to: 
· reflect on why we are called to act on the goals of Laudato Si’ and what motivates this action,
· reflect on our current situation in 2022 as the South Belconnen Parish,
· link our parish’s reflection to the reflections received by our parish groups and individuals,
· invite all Parish members to also reflect on what the Laudato Si’ goals mean to them, and to request their ‘view-point’ be incorporated into our parish reflection,
· align our future Laudato Si’ actions with our reasons for action, and
· invite the parish members to begin a dialogue on how we will together heed the call in Laudato Si’ and that of the Australian bishops in Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor
This draft was developed by the South Belconnen Laudato Si’ circle and (as with all communal documents) each statement reflects the views held by some of the authors.  Rather than dilute the points through negotiation, we have chosen to maintain the many views of the authors and therefore capture many of the views of the parish community.
During the drafting of this document, the Fifth Plenary Council released its own decree on Laudato Si’ called ‘INTEGRAL ECOLOGY AND CONVERSION FOR THE SAKE OF OUR COMMON HOME’ https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FINAL-Decree-8-Integral-Ecology-and-Conversion-for-the-Sake-of-Our-Common-Home.pdf . The decree acknowledges the wisdom of our indigenous First Australians in this respect and asks each Australian Catholic parish and organisation to reflect on and plan actions towards the Laudato Si’ goals. 
The Vatican has provided an ‘Laudato Si Action Platform’ website to assist in the creation of such plans: https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
A summary of the Laudato Si’ encyclical is available here:  https://laudatosimovement.org/news/whats-the-best-2-page-summary-youve-seen-of-laudato-si/


[bookmark: _Toc110179256]South Belconnen Parish Reflection on responding to Laudato Si’
We, the people of the Catholic Parish of South Belconnen, hear the message of Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si: for all Catholics to actively respond to the cry of God’s creation and to the cry of the poor.
We are motivated to respond to Laudato Si for many reasons: care for our world as ‘our common home’, concern about the current and predicted future changes on the planet, and how these changes will affect eco-systems, future generations and the most vulnerable in our community and in the world. 

The Holy Spirit is calling us (through scripture and Church teachings) to deepen our understanding of God’s wonderful plan in Creation and to work together to help bring it to fruition.

To inform our actions, we will pray and reflect on our current situation, and on our hopes and goals for the future.  We have opportunities to use our existing resources wisely and productively. We are blest with a vibrant set of parish groups, with a diverse set of skills in the parish. We are a prayerful parish; a learning parish; a multi-cultural parish.  We are blest with the Canberra environment. 
Our parish St Vincent de Paul conferences provide existing charitable works in response to the ‘cry of the poor’. The conferences provide material support and compassion to our local people in need, the homeless in our city and international ‘twinned’ parishes.  The parish will continue to support their work through financial and material good donations.  Material donations to St Vincent de Paul and use of the stores increases our communities “Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles” while funding good works.
Our Parish Vision is to journey together to bring God to all, and our existing Parish goals are:
	1
	Our Parish has a feeling of belonging, inclusion and vibrancy 

	2
	A culture where we identify and share our gifts, resources and talents in the Parish and the wider community

	3
	We are encouraging of new ideas and changing to meet the needs of our Parish.

	4
	We harness, promote and grow the richness of the groups in our Parish. 

	6. 
	Growth in school and youth engagement deepening the close link to the Parish

	7.
	Provide care, support and reaching out to those most vulnerable in the wider community



As individuals, groups and a parish community, we will explore how we can make positive change. We believe that everyone can make a positive difference and make good things happen. Changes in mindsets and behaviours are necessary, but it is challenging.  Therefore, we will support and encourage each other. In line with our Parish Vision and Goals, we believe groups can achieve more than individuals on their own - the Church (i.e. its people) has much to offer. 
We can respond locally and also collaboratively with wider community, school, church and ecumenical initiatives. We can reach out to build community and our actions will move and renew the Church.
Change has already begun: the parish has been a leader in Canberra in responding to Laudato Si’s call to care for our common home in establishing a very active Laudato Si group and in becoming carbon negative for electricity by installing more solar electricity. 
+ Creator God, bless us and support us as we continue this journey together.
What the parish said

Our parish was asked to reflect on their work and values and the goals of the Laudato Si’ Action Platform and write something for this document. Here are short extracts from their submissions. The full versions are in the attachment.
· The Centering Prayer Group gave insights relating to the LSAP goal of Ecological Spirituality. They wrote:
· The aim of Centering Prayer is the transformation of the personality and working towards finding our true self: a radical change at depth [Laudato Si 202]. So, we seek to promote and strive for an authentic experience of God as our conversion experience. We begin to see a connection between environmental decline, the current pandemic, global conflicts and poverty which threaten the future of the planet [Laudato Si’ 204]. 
· The Saint Vincent de Paul Society wrote:
· The values of the St Vincent de Paul Society are reflected in its charitable works which are “a response to the cry of the poor”, the second of the Laudato Si’ goals. A clear message emerging from the encyclical is that the consequences of failing to care for our common home, one of which is catastrophic climate change and it will impose disproportionate burdens on the poorer segments of society, both locally and globally.
· Parish Book Club wrote: 
· we read Laudato Si' in November 2015 and the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement ‘Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor’ in November 2021. We have directly read and discussed the ideas and challenges presented in these two publications… The Book Club encourages individual members to thoughtfully and prayerfully consider any insights or suggestions gleaned from our reading. This will often lead to taking action, changing personal practices, or encouraging others to consider new ways of being in the world. In considering the Seven Laudato Si’ goals, we particularly link in with 'ecological spirituality' and 'community resilience & empowerment'. 
· The Parish Finance Council wrote:
· The Parish Finance Council’s prime responsibility is the stewardship of the Parish’s assets. Activities undertaken under this stewardship can both directly and indirectly assist the achievement of Laudato Si’ goals. Some recent examples include approving the installation of solar panels at both Parish sites assisting the move to greater environmental and financial sustainability. The Finance Council is willing to consider other suggestions to improve this sustainability. 
· One parishioner wrote:
· Our church garden is lovely; the people who keep it looking so beautiful through the seasons do a fantastic job. I wonder if a productive Church community garden would be possible? (They also noted the value of using Permaculture principles)
· Another parishioner wrote: 
· I have had a longstanding strong belief that I need to care for our common home. The parish has acted strongly on electricity CO2 emissions. The liturgies often have reference to care of creation, and sermons include that. Behavioral and ideological change is necessary, but challenging, e.g. more careful use of electricity. 
· In addition to many points in the Parish reflection, the Laudato Si group also wrote:
· We feel led to do this work by the Holy Spirit.  We have been led, moved and inspired by work of scientists over many decades. Many individual Catholics heard that call of the Spirit. 
· We are part of nature, and we are connected to nature in all things. We sense God in nature and we respond to “our unique place as human beings in this world and our relationship to our surroundings” (Laudato Si’ Chapter 4). We are inspired by our First Nations people who are deeply connected to this country.
· The Laudato Si’ encyclical is now Church teaching and part of Christian social justice teachings. Laudato Si’ reflects basic human values, rights and responsibilities.
· We want to help inform and animate others on this journey to spread the message of Laudato Si’.


[bookmark: _Toc110179257]Appendix 1: Our Current Parish Situation/reality at South Belconnen Parish
Reflecting on the South Belconnen parish in 2022, and the history of the Parish. These statements may help us identify opportunities and challenges as we plan for our future.
· We are a multi-cultural parish that welcomes a number of specific cultural communities. 
· We acknowledge that we are called to recognise the unique place of the wisdom of First Nations peoples, who were caring for country before Abraham set out for the promised land, and who continue to do so today. (Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor). Particularly, we acknowledge the local Ngunnawal and Ngambri peoples.
· We are the amalgamated community of two existing parishes, with still some separate identities and communities by service times and groups (opportunity to grow community). The two original parishes were established within the lifetime of parishioners.
· We are a parish of active small groups, building community, walking together – sewing group, book club, men’s/woman’s groups, Vinnies, liturgy groups, prayer groups, family groups, and so on.
· We have two active St Vincent de Paul conferences, with many outreach services.
· We have a wide set of skills and professions and trades in the parish community.
· We are a learning community, with many years of study and adult education initiatives – often linking learning with spiritual growth and thoughtful reflection – seen as a high priority by PPC this year and in previous years (see book group submission)
· We are a prayerful community, with many prayer groups and very good liturgies. The liturgies often have reference to care of creation, and sermons include that. 
· We are a financially generous community, with some parishioners able to give financially.
· We are an aging community, both due to Canberra’s aging population and due to less families and young people at mass services. This aging population can be seen in the membership of councils, committees, small groups and the roles at mass. We yearn to hear the voice of younger generations in our community and faith.
· We have a small percentage of mass-observant parishioners versus the wider set of Catholic believers in the area – a wider group of people come to mass during baptisms, funeral, marriages and sacraments
· We have Universities and schools in the parish, with schools and retirements villas close to mass sites
· School communities are learning about Laudato Si’ (primary school and Year 7 SFX curriculum)
· We do not currently have a strong connection between parish and school and it used to be stronger.
· We are a parish community recovering from historical child sexual abuse by clergy. We continue to rebuild hope and the trust of the most vulnerable in our midst. 
· We are a community still working out how to live with the continuing presence of Covid in our world.
· We are blest with the Canberra environment: clean water, air and close to nature.
· “Our church garden is lovely; the people who keep it looking so beautiful through the seasons do a fantastic job.”
· There is lots of land at the Page site, but volunteers to attend them is diminishing.
· The beginnings of more ecological approaches to grounds/country e.g. native plantings at Aranda.
· We have a very supportive leader Parish Priest who enables groups and individuals to live out their faith
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We have a supportive PPC which has agreed to enroll the parish in the Laudato Si‘ Action Platform, and are supportive the Laudato Si’ parish circle - Thanks a lot to the PPC!  This is a sign of our parish’s culture move towards synodality, transparency, accountability, local democracy and local action.


Appendix 2: Laudato Si circle group submission to the reflection
· We are motivated to heed the call of Laudato Si’ for many reasons: care for our world as ‘our common home’ with creation, concern about the current and predicted future changes on the planet, and how these changes will affect eco-systems, future generations and the most vulnerable. We are motivated to work together as well as individuals through the call of the Holy Spirit.
· We love and care for God’s creation and its people. God made this planet and we have a strong responsibility to protect God’s creation and all its people. 
· We care about the future: our grandchildren and the future generations – the need to protect and nurture their world, and make the future better to live in. We are concerned for their future. The poorest people on the planet are also suffering the most from the effects of climate change, deterioration etc. and this will increase if nothing is done. We are very concerned about the loss of habitat and biodiversity, increasing pollution of our local environment, the effects of climate change on eco-systems, and the frequency and intensity of natural disasters.
· We are part of nature, and we are connected to nature in all things. We sense God in nature and we respond to “our unique place as human beings in this world and our relationship to our surroundings” (Laudato Si’ Chapter 4). We are inspired by our First Nations people who are deeply connected to this country.
· We feel led to do this work by the Holy Spirit.  We have been led, moved and inspired by work of scientists over many decades. Many individual Catholics heard that call of the Spirit. More recently Pope Francis in Laudato Si' has strongly called for action and, by setting up supporting Vatican structures, has encouraged action by all Catholics. 
· We believe that everyone can make a difference. We want to make good things happen. Changes in mindsets and behaviours are necessary, but it is challenging. As individuals, we are making changes in our lives as our situations allow.
· Groups can achieve more than individuals on their own. Public policy and governments are not enough to bring about a just and sustainable future. The Church (i.e. its people) has much to offer. Our actions will move/renew the Church and make it more relevant. Christians working together or with wider groups will build community. 
· The Laudato Si’ encyclical is now Church teaching and part of Christian social justice teachings. Laudato Si’ reflects basic human values, rights and responsibilities.
· We want to help inform and animate others on this journey to spread the message of Laudato Si’.
(other group submissions will be attached as appendices.)
