
   Mission Statement for Assisi Community
As the Basis for Our Participation in the Laudato Si Action Platform
Assisi Community is a small, intentional, Catholic Christian community of individuals and families, women and men, teenagers, children, professed religious and lay people who are striving to live faithfully the Gospel call to work for a more just and peaceful world - who are trying to put into practice the values of Jesus - "living our way," so to speak, into the New Creation.  We welcome those from other faith traditions as well who would like to share our journey.

Ours is a community focused outward toward the world in which we live.  Each member's work for social transformation nourishes our communal life and we offer conscious support to each other in these efforts.  At times we participate as a community in a particular project or witness for social justice.  We are a sanctuary for refugees at risk and others in need, welcoming them as equals into the community, not as our gift but as their right.  We are working to overcome the sins of sexism, racism, Islamophobia and other forms of exclusion – to honor every person as equally valuable.  We seek to accompany those who suffer from poverty, injustice, oppression.

Our communal lifestyle is intentionally simple as an expression of solidarity with those who live in want; as a sign of life-giving values in a consumer society; and as a way of "using lightly" the gifts of creation.  Many in our community are moving their lives toward voluntary poverty as well.  An ongoing exploration of this journey toward poverty continues to offer rich material for reflection and discernment among us.

For now we have chosen to express our desire for simplicity through a very basic diet, frugal use of appliances and utilities, simple household furnishings, sharing of cars, etc.  We eat meat very infrequently. 
We strive as well to nourish the inner needs of the community and community members.  Our common life is centered on morning prayers, an evening meal, and weekly "house meetings."  Each adult's commitment to participate in these activities whenever possible is taken seriously, as is participation in more substantive reflections when they occur, retreats twice a year and special celebrations on important feasts.

Assisi Community is richly blessed with the diverse gifts of each one's experience.  We are particularly touched by the tradition of Francis and Clare, by the base communities of Latin America and by the charisms of religious communities whose members have joined us.  We are striving to articulate a new spirituality informed by the joining of lay spirituality with that of religious.

There is no single authority figure in the community.  Different community members with particular experience or knowledge play leadership roles in different situations.  The tasks of homemaking (cooking, cleaning, shopping, etc.) are equally shared.

We intentionally emphasize mutuality and participation and find that real dialogue about important community issues (as well as global issues) is a vital part of life.  We make a conscious effort to be sensitive and enabling of each other.  Decisions are made by consensus.

Beyond this we are aware that our community has been, and will continue to be, shaped by the Christian tradition of community, of which we know we are a part.  We are also aware that ours is a new community - that our mission, our self-description, our dreams will be shaped and transformed by the reality of the life we share and the signs of the times in which we live.                                                                                                   

